AFTERMATH
a good turn in thus disposing of one who might have inclined the King's ear once again to the hated Spaniard, but he had made for himself a powerful enemy. Bristol was to show later, at a time of crisis, that he could not so easily be silenced.
The first week of May saw Buckingham in the throes of a dangerous illness, no doubt occasioned by the shock he must have suffered as a result of Inijosa's malicious accusations. Rumours were not wanting that the illness proceeded from more definite Spanish malpractice, and it was affirmed that some poison had been given him in Spain which was now beginning to do its work. For a fortnight Buckingham lay at his home with a high fever and a sharp attack of jaundice, and during his illness all important state business was held up. By May 2ist the favourite had twice been seen taking the air, and on the 24th it was reported that he was to accompany the King to Nonesuch, there to recuperate fully. The immediate effect of his breakdown had been to strengthen the bond between the King and himself, for James had been a constant visitor at his bedside. So the last few months of the old King's life were passed free from the miserable clouds of estrangement which had seemed at the beginning of the year to be likely to blot out permanently the great friendship between him and Steenie. By the end of June, Buckingham was again able to take his place at Court, though considerably weakened physically by his recent attack, and those who had hoped for his rapid decline were once again thwarted.
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